
Good Evening Ladies and Gentleman, Scholars, Family and Friends, 
 
I want to tell you how honored I am to be here tonight.  I am in the 
presence of a sample of Patrick Henry’s best students, current members 
as well as new inductees.  You have worked hard and given of yourself to 
be recognized here tonight at this National Honor Society Induction by 
your achievements and your actions by showing leadership, scholarship, 
character, and service.  
 
In simple words, this means you have done what is right, what is 
expected.   
 
You have influenced others. 
 
You have cared. 
 
You have been honest. 
 
You have taken risks for worthy causes. 
 
You have acted responsibly. 
 
You have done what you could because you could. 
 
You provided needed support and necessary strength. 
 
You have believed. 
 
You are some of the most intellectually gifted, disciplined and focused 
students here at Henry.   
 
You have worked hard to earn a place within the National Honor Society.   
Congratulations on this honorable achievement.  Your teachers, your 
parents, and your family are proud of you and what you have done, 
think, and believe.      
 
But to be honest, you are only beginning your journey.  



 
As you continue on your path, whether it is here as a senior at PH or as a 
graduate outside our institution, I hope you continue to work at learning 
all you can.  Knowledge and understanding are merely the first steps to a 
strong future, they will provide you access to information.  Perception 
and application of the knowledge you have acquired will follow and 
allow you to put this valuable information to use.   From use and 
reflection, you will have opportunities to develop wisdom.  It is my hope 
that you use the wisdom you will develop in service to humankind (to 
better our lot in life).  An Indian spiritual guide once said, 
 
“However great an intellectual may be, however great one may be as a 
scholar or [person] of learning, one has also to acquire humanness.  
Without humanness, scholarship and intellectual eminence are of no 
value.” 
 
By combining humanness with wisdom, a leader is created.  As our 
world faces greater and more varied challenges, we will need leaders 
that inspire, (PAUSE) and serve.  We will need you to step forward and 
do what is required.  We will need leaders that focus on service to 
humankind. 
 
You have proven through your actions that you are willing to serve.   
As members of the National Honor Society you will give your time to 
help those less fortunate by collecting clothing and toys.  You will host a 
blood drive for those wounded and in need and you will provide food for 
the hungry.  These are noble acts.  Choosing to put another’s welfare 
before your own and offering help for no expected reward or 
recognition, that is being noble.  Nobility, though, comes with a 
responsibility.  A responsibility tempered by honesty and accountability.  
The famous author Douglas Adams wrote,  
 
“To give real service you must add something, which cannot be bought 
or measured with money, and that is sincerity and integrity. “ 
 
 



It is in our actions and support of others that we truly begin to change 
the world.  The world needs you and all you can provide.  As you add 
together your pursuits of knowledge and understanding, your devotion 
and service to others, and your courage and strength to lead, you show 
the world the content of your character, what you deeply believe in, and 
what it takes to be the best. 
 
Up to this point in your lives, you have been observed by the adults who 
surround you. These observations are recounted in letters of 
recommendation from teachers, told in stories from proud parents, and 
remembered in interactions with others. 
 
Whether consciously or unconsciously, each of you has at some time 
demonstrated, in acts both small and large, honesty, courage, caring, 
kindness, respect, compassion, optimism, reliability, and trust.  These 
are just a few of the attributes we look for in our leaders.  These are a 
few of the measures of character, an NHS cornerstone for ALL members. 
These are the qualities that forge a leader’s being, guide a leader’s 
behavior, and inspire a leader’s actions.  We have seen these in your past 
thoughts, behaviors, and actions.  We implore that they remain a part of 
your character and help influence your future choices. 
 
I leave you with a final quote by an unknown author,  
 
“Watch your thoughts, they become words. 
Watch your words, they become actions. 
Watch your actions, they become habits. 
Watch your habits, they become your character. 
Watch your character, it becomes your destiny.” 
 
It is my great hope that you fulfill your destiny, whatever that destiny 
may be, by living a life filled with learning, by carrying yourself with 
integrity, by giving to others through service, and by serving humankind 
as a leader.   
 
Thank you for this opportunity to speak to you, congratulations again, 
and May the Force Be With You. 


